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The Indian mobile manu-

facturing industry is expect-
edtotouchRs 1,32,000 crore
by the end of this year, Mr Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Union min-
ister of electronics and infor-
mation technology, said here
today.

Speaking at a function
organised by trade body
Assocham, he said India man-
Ufacrared about 110 million
mobile phones in 2015-16
as compared to 60 millionin
2014-15, showingagrowth of
over 90 per cent.

In value terms, India’s
mobile manufacturing indus-
try produced mobile phones
worth Rs 54,000 crore in fis-
cal 2015-16 compared to Rs
18,900 crorein fiscal 2014-15.
The same reached Rs 94,000
crore by the end of 2017.

As regards electronics
manufacturing units, the
minister said within three
years, the industryadded 120
such units. Two-third of these
are mobile manufacturing
units and there are 54 such
units in Noida alone. The
industryemploysaround five
lakh people, he said.

Mr Prasad said India has
the world’s third largest start-
up community after US and
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England. He said that his
ministry is working in mission
mode to make India's digital
sector $1-trillion economy
in next five years and has
potential to create 50 lakh to
70 lakh new jobs.

The minister said the BPO
industryshould move tosiall
towns where overhead costs
are less compared to big cities.
About 48,000 seats have been
planned with distribution
across states and UTs based
on population percentage.
"The government will give
grant of Rs5 crore tostart-ups
doinginnovation in the field
of cyber security and health-
care,” Mr Prasad said.

He said as of now, 250
hospitals across the country
have been turned into e-hos-
pitals and more than two
crore patients are getting
benefitted from these e-hos-
pitals. eNAM has linked more
than 500 market mandis.
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LEVERAGE Al FOR
NEW SOLUTIONS,
ADVISES PRASAD

New Delhi: IT Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad on Thursday
asked Indian start-ups to
leverage new-age technolo-
gies such as Al and Machine-
to-Machine communication
to create innovative solu-
tions in healthcare and edu-
cation, particularly for rural
areas. Terming
India as being
“innovative by i
temperament”,
the minister said
start ups should
look at new “out-
of-the-box” solu-
tions in demand- |
driven areas like *7* :
cyber security and data ana-
lytics, that are increasingly
relevant in the digital econo-
my. “How can you leverage
! Artificial Intelligence,
Machine to Machine commu-
nication and Internet of
Things for healthcare, agri-
culture and education in
rural areas...that is the chal-
lenge for you,” he said after
presenting the ‘ICT start-ups
awards’. — PT/
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Leverage artificial intelligence
for health care & education
solutions: Prasad to start-ups

NEW DELHI: IT Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad on Thurs-
day asked Indian start-ups to
leverage new-age technologies
such as Artificial Intelligence
and Machine-to-Machine
communication to create inno-
vative solutions in healthcare
and education, particularly for
rural areas.

Terming India as being
"innovative by temperament”,
the minister said start ups
should look at new "out-of-
the-box" solutions in demand-
driven areas like cyber security
and data analytics, that are
increasingly relevant in the

digital economy.

"How can you leverage Arti-
ficial Intelligence, Machine to
Machine communication and
Internet of Things for health-
care, agriculture and educa-
tion in rural areas...that is the
challenge for you," he said after
presenting the 'TCT start-ups
awards by Meity ASSOCHAM
Ericsson'. e

The minister said that start-
up companies should utilise the
existing network of Common
Services Centres (digital kiosks
that deliver digital services) as
also BPOs that are coming up
in smaller towns. PTI
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