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Tata Nano adds to

traffic congestion,
-says Mandaviya

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Tata Motors’ Nano,
which was touted as the
world’s cheapest car at the -
time of its launch in 2008,
has added to traffic conges-
tion in Indian cities, Union

* Minister of State for Road
Transport and Highways,
Mansukh L Mandaviya, said.

- “Though. homeé-grown -
automaker, Tata Motors in-
troduced its Nano car within
a price bracket of Rs 15

' lakhs-2 lakhs for middle class
buyers....in a way it disturbed
urban road transport by only
adding to the traffic conges-
tion,” Mr. Mandaviya said at
an Assocham—eonference
here™ :

The Minister said there

! was a need to promote re-

‘ ! search and development to

devise a ‘sustainable urban

road transport model “that is

suitable for India and should

not ape the west,” according
' to an Assocham statement.
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" Leather trade down by 60%: mEéQ\

‘Industry May qm_a 9-12 Months To Recover From

AnujaJaiswal@timesgroup.com

Agra: Business in major in-
dustrial clusters of leather
and leather products in India
has been hit hard by Union
government's  demonetisa-
tion move, according to a sur-
vey-cum-analysis by Asso-
cham. Production has de-
clined by over 60%, while the
number of workers in leather
factories has come down by
nearly 75% as they are not be-
ingpaidontime

“There has been a signifi-
cant decline in the arrival of
animal hide. While tanneries
inmajor leather clusters such
as Agra, Kanpur and Kolkata
have recorded more than 75%
decline, Chennai recorded
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as they are not being paid on time

more than 60% fall in skin ar-
rival,” said the survey-cum-
analysison ‘Impact of demon-
etisation on theleather indus-
try’ Talkingto TOI, D SRawat,
secretary general of Asso-
cham, said that according to
the findings of the survey
“the leather industry is reel-

ing under stress as butchers
arenot providing animal hide
as they are not being paid in
cash. Tanneriesarenotableto
get the hide transported as
they are not able to pay the
transporters in cash. More-
over, shortfall in coal supply
forboilersisalsoaddingtothe

Note Ban’

industry’s woes." He said As-
socham had interacted with
representatives of about 100
tanneries in these major
leather clusters in the past
fortnight to assess the impact
of demonetisation. Theanaly-
sis observed that leather in-
dustry in the aforementioned
centres is facing grave diffi-
culties as they are unable to
make payments at every level
of production, be it for raw
material, for transportation
and for labour. The majority of
the respondents (85) said that
their production has declined
by over 60%, while number of
workers in leather factories
has come down drastically by
about 75% as they are not be-
ing paid on time.
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Metropolitan transport
authority planned

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The
State government is plan-
ning to establish a metropol-
itan transport authority to
bring all modes of transport
under one umbrella, Trans-
port Minister AK.
Saseendran has said.

Speaking at an Assocham
conference on ‘Sustainable
urban road transport’ at New
Delhi on Wednesday, Mr.
Saseendran said a legisla-
tion, meant for the establish-
ment of the authority, was in
the pipeline.

The proposal for initiating
a suburban railway project
was also in the advanced
stages, an Assocham release
here quoted the Minister as
saying.

Mr. Saseendran said the
State wanted the Centre to

Proposal for initiating
a suburban railway
project is also in

the advanced

stages

support its proposal to ex-
tend JNNURM buses to all
the five cities in the State and
to financially assist the Ker-
ala State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC),
which operates over 5,000
buses.

Bio-fuel

The State government had
introduced bio-fuel in a few
petrol pumps to make public
transport system econom-
ical and pollution-free.

“Now we are planning to
introduce this at 69 centres
in Kerala,” the Minister said.

He said the the State gov-
ernment was planning to
amend the Kerala Road
Safety Authority Act, 2007, to
put in place a comprehensive
mobility plan.

“A  concerted effort by
various government depart-
ments like Transport, Public
Works, Police, Local Self-
Government, and others are
necessary to achieve this
goal.”

In due course, the public
transport system in Kerala
would be run on CNG (com-
pressed natural gas) and
LNG (liquefied natural gas),
fuels that are environment-
friendly and cost effective,
the Minister said.

“We have started the work
to establish CNG and LNG
bunks and distribution
centres at major cities in the
State,” said the Minister.
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